Business Helping Community: New Grantham Area Chamber of Commerce Provides Uniforms to School Teams

Grantham, NH — May 2006 — Sometimes if you need help, all you have to do is ask. This is certainly true in Grantham — when the new Grantham Area Chamber of Commerce learned that a several teams at the Grantham Village School needed uniforms, the group stepped up to the plate. 

“There’s always a need for uniforms,” says Donald Gobin, president of the Grantham Area Chamber of Commerce. “Although there may be a corporate sponsor every year, uniforms get worn or ruined, sizes change and teams are always short.”

This season three Grantham teams — one farm league team and one minor league team named the Grantham Spinners, and one girl’s softball team — are wearing new uniforms. Gobin demonstrated some fine teamwork by facilitating sponsorships from The Lowell Spinners, a Class A affiliate of the Boston Red Sox (www.lowellspinners.com), and Foodstop, a neighborhood market in five Upper Valley towns (www.foodstop.net). “We try to support the communities that patronize our retail locations,” says Brian Molloy, owner of Foodstop.

“When we first came up with the idea we thought it had potential, but we never thought it would be this big,” says Lowell Spinners General Manager Tim Bawmann. “We never anticipated we would be the number one most e-mailed story on ESPN.com. The biggest thing we are excited about is the potential to build relationships with so many youth baseball organizations across the region. We will now help contribute thousands of dollars for these youth baseball leagues and organizations. It’s been a win-win all around.”

“With the sponsorship of uniforms for three Grantham teams, the Grantham Area Chamber of Commerce was able to save my budget approximately $778.00,” says Gary Broughall, Grantham’s Recreation Director. “I see this as an opportunity to bring the business community together with the town so that the kids will receive the tools they need to compete. I look forward to a continued relationship with the newly formed chamber.”

“When businesses help the community, everyone wins,” says Warren Kimball, director of the chamber board. “We hope to be of service to our chamber members, local nonprofit organizations and anyone else in our community who might need some advice or assistance. All they have to do is ask.”

Grantham Area Chamber of Commerce membership is $50 for April to September 2006. The next meeting will be held on Monday, June 12, at 7 p.m. in the basement of the Grantham church; it is free and open to the public. To request a membership application, please call (603) 863-9811 or mail a request to PO Box 1340, Grantham, NH 03753.

Photos of a Grantham team in uniform are available upon request.

ABOUT THE GRANTHAM AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

The Grantham Area Chamber of Commerce was organized in 2006 to facilitate, encourage and promote commerce which enhances the quality of life in our region. The chamber helps Grantham area businesses do business, and supports cooperative projects that positively influence the community’s sense of place.
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